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His aversion to New Germany may probably be chiefly
the corollary of his sympathies for France, which again
may doubtless be traced to the recollection that the
Bernadotte dynasty sprung from a French lawyer, a
recollection which would however assume a questionable
complexion if it were to lead the King to forget that
his first duty is to consider the interests of the countries
over which he now rules. But perhaps there may have
been also another recollection, ^namely that there was
once in Sweden, years ago, a Charles XII. But it
would be a pity for such memories to cause forgetfulness
of the changes produced by time.

" We can find no other explanation, and that which
we have ventured to give is the more probable, as it is
stated that his Swedish Majesty has up to a short time
ago been addicted to habits better calculated at times
to stimulate feelings, for instance, of vain glory than
to sharpen the judgment, and that under such in-
fluences he has sometimes made statements which it
would have been better to have left unmade. Be that
as it may, the unfriendly sentiments of the King
towards Germany are a fact, and if Sweden were still
the dreaded power that enforced the Peace of Altran-
staldt, if she were still in a position to compel obedience
to the pair of top-boots that Charles XIL once set
up in the Prime Minister's chair, it would be possible to
conceive situations in which one would have good
ground for regarding the North with anxiety, while the
main front faced towards the West. As things have
turned out, however, this is happily not the case. The
top-boots of the last century have given way to a
constitutional regime, and the Swedes have become
peaceful agriculturists, sailors, and trades people, who
would not plunge into a ruinous conflict for the sake of